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Why a Wildfire Resiliency Code?

Colorado’s Most Destructive 
Fires by Homes Lost



Background

Mission:

Ensuring that colorado communities are safer from 
and more resilient to wildfires by reducing the risk to 
people and property through the adoption of 
statewide codes and standards based on best 
practice approaches to hardening structures and 
reducing fire risk in the defensible space 
surrounding structures in the wildland-urban 
interface in colorado.  



Code Requirements
2025 CWRC CH4



Code Scope
*This is NOT a retrofit code.*

To what does the code apply?

When in the identified WUI, the permitting and Inspections of:

● New construction of structures and defensible space around structures - Residential and Commercial
● Significant alterations/additions/repairs

○ 500sf+ increased footprint of a structure
○ 25%+ of an exterior of a structure affected

To what does the code NOT apply?

● Interior alterations of existing structures
● 35acre+ parcels with only 1 residential structure NOT abutting residential or commercial area
● Exterior painting, staining and similar routing maintenance work

2025 CWRC CH1



WRCB: What is the WUI?

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)

“That geographical area where structures and other human development meets or 

intermingles with wildland or vegetative fuels”



Code Application

2 levels of code requirements
Application based upon illustrated fire hazard on map

Class 1 - applies to all areas identified with low 
fire hazard (yellow)

Class 2 - applies to areas identified with moderate 
to high fire hazard (orange and red)

Locally: Code Officials may make determinations 
based on ground-truthing as needed

2025 CWRC CH3



Mapping

Governing bodies shall either adopt the state map or 
develop a local map

1) State map developed to identify fire hazard and fire 
intensity throughout CO
○ Informed by data modeling that identifies:

■ Slope
■ ~50 fuel types
■ 40yrs of critical fire weather

2) Local map must illustrate information based on 
actual conditions present that either meets or 
exceeds the intent of the code.

2025 CWRC CH3

State Map for Code Application

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/34c113129c044004bc672ca5493378de/


Administration

Who shall adopt the code?

Governing bodies with jurisdiction in the WUI that have the authority to adopt building or fire codes

1) City council, town council, board of trustees, or other governing body of a city, town, or a city and 
county

2) Board of directors of a fire protection district
3) Governing body of an improvement district providing fire protection services
4) Board of county commissioners with respect to the area within a county that is outside the 

corporate limits of a city or town and outside the boundaries of a fire protection district

Who shall enforce the code?

Code enforcement in accordance with rules and regulations of a governing body



Timeline

1 July 2025
Code Adopted by 

WRCB

1 April 2026
Code Adopted by 

Jurisdiction

1 July 2026
Jurisdiction 
Implements*

*The period to comply with an adopted code shall be in accordance with the rules and regulations of the governing 
body or within three months of the date the code is adopted by the governing body, whichever is sooner.



Contact and Resources

Wildfire Resiliency Code Board website

Contact:
cdps_dfpc_wrcb@state.co.us

https://dfpc.colorado.gov/WRCB
mailto:cdps_dfpc_wrcb@state.co.us

