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32.197% Decrease

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is really alarming is that over the last 25 year reporting period by the USDA Colorado irrigated acreage has decreased by  1,086,425 acres.
A startling reduction of  32.2%
As a farmer that depends on water for irrigation this alarms me but an important part of my message now as the Ag Water Policy Advisor is why this should be extremely important for all Coloradoans.







1.Minimize Buy and Dry
2.Promote the Ecosystem Benefits of 

Agriculture
3. Implement Conservation Easements to 

Protect Agricultural Land
4.Recognize Irrigated Agriculture and 

Energy Nexus
5.Expand Market Pathways for Producers
6.Elevate Agriculture in Urban Planning
7. Invest in Agriculture Career and 

Learning Opportunities
8.Promote Drought Resiliency
9. Invest in Innovative Infrastructure and 

Technology
10.Explore Funding Opportunities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A particular mission of mine is to develop conversations where urban planning doesn’t just have a single sentence in some master plan that states that agriculture is important but builds practices that support agriculture and is not in conflict with it.



Water Sharing

Graphic: Christine Daniloff



Revegetation



Key take aways

1. Use the Basin Roundtables
2. Use Districts as a resource
3. Help us make good policy



More than 50,000 Americans took their 
own lives in 2023, the nation’s highest 
yearly rate of suicide on record. Farmers 
are 3.5 times more likely to die by suicide 
than the general population, according to 
the National Rural Health Association. 
Special correspondent Megan Thompson 
reports from Wisconsin on the burden 
farmers often deal with and what’s being 
done to help them. PBS News 

https://ag.colorado.gov/home/ag-behavioral-health-work-group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Film “Legacy”
Just call 988
Ag Behavioral Health Work Group



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
8 dimensions of wellness
I just need 8 minutes



Thank you!
Robert.Sakata@state.co.us

720-512-6868
Ag.Colorado.gov
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