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Colorado has lost over 5000 people to opioid
overdose in the past 10 years The PrObIem

An estimated additional 2000 people have lost their lives
to fentanyl and heroin

Roughly 70% of people who use heroin report they used opioid
medications first

Our state has only around 30% of the total drug treatment capacity
we need.

Current proposed settlements with Johnson & Johnson
and three large distributors provide significantly more
settlement funds to Colorado if local governments join in
the settlement.

CDPHE. (n.d.). Counts of drug overdose deaths due to any opioid in Colorado, 2010-2019. Retrieved from https://cohealthviz.dphe.state.co.us/t/PSDVIP-MHPPUBLIC/views/DrugOverdoseDashboard/PoisoningDeathFrequencies?
iframeSizedToWindow=true&display_count=n&showAppBanner=false&origin=viz_share_link&showVizHome=n&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&embed=y

Colorado Prescription Drug Abuse Consortium. (n.d.). Heroin in Colorado (p. 3. Rep.). doi:http://www.corxconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/Heroin-in-Colorado-FINAL-April-2017.pdf

Brown, J. (2020, June 28). Opioid crisis in Colorado could get worse amid pandemic. Retrieved August 6, 2020, from https://apnews.com/bflcllac45d63808ffeae945c750cd8]



Core Principles for

All Colorado Plan Agreement
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TREATMENT

Evidence-based treatment
models

HARM REDUCTION

Preservation of health &
dignity

PREVENTION,
EDUCATION

Widespread prevention and
education efforts among
communities

RECOVERY

Evidence-based recovery
models




OPIOID
SETTLEMENT
FUNDS

TOTAL
COLORADO
SHARE

A

Direct Allocation by Formula to Participating Local
Governments
*Requirement - Full Transparency

Opioid Abatement Fund
Formula Allocations to Regions
Regional Committee to formulate and submit a 2-year plan
Regional Committee to implement plan
Reporting and Auditing at end of annual cycle

Infrastructure Fund - State
This fund will support hard hit areas in the state with
resource needs

Direct Allocation to State Government
*Requirement - Full Transparency

% Local Govt. may direct its share to county or region

Local Governments

State Government



Proposed Regions for the Regional

Distribution of Opioid Settlement Funds

S Pueblo
* Hinsdale Saguache ‘

Mineral Huerfano

Rio Grande Alamosa

Costilla Las Animas
Conejos

Region 9
Region 14

Region 8 Region 12 Region 16

Region 18
Region 19

Prowers




Drug Poisoning Deaths, Age-Adjusted Mortality Rate, Tri-
County Region, All Ages, 2018-2020*
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Via The New York Times

Overdoses rising

Drug overdose deaths have reached the highest level measured by the federal
government in eight southern Colorado counties. Four other counties including

Denver and Adams are in the same category.

RATE OF OVERDOSE
DEATHS PER 100,000 |
Figures represent 2014 0
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Source: Colorado Health Institute

The Denver Post
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Proposed Governance

Statewide Opioid Abatement Oversight Council

e 6 Local Government Appointees
e 6 Attorney General Appointees
e Chair, non-voting, except in the instance of a tie



Voting Members (Recommended List: Participating Local
Governments to Decide)

1 rep appointed by each county (can be commissioners)

" e ] rep appointed by the rotating city within each county (or
other city agreed upon) (can be councilmembers and mayors)
s e 1 rep from each public health department within the region

1 rep from a county human services department

o At least 1 rep appointed from law enforcement within region
sl (sheriff, police, DA etc.)

1 rep from a municipal or county court system within region

*Such other reps as participating counties/cities agree on (not
to include providers who may be recipients of funds)



Non-Voting Members (Optional) proposed
e Reps from behavioral health providers Governance

e Reps from health care providers
Recovery/treatment experts
Other county or city reps

AG rep(s)

Community rep (s)

REGIONAL




Preparing for Opioid Litigation Settlement Funds:
Colorado Opioid Response Blueprint

COMMISSIONER WENDY BUXTON-ANDRADE
POWERS COUNTY



I'he Spiraling Opioid Epidemic

el e et Drug-related deaths have risen in 2020 in states across the country.

U.S. Opioid Overdose Deaths
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State Lawsuits: Attorneys General

“..within the emerging settlement framework, the States
have proposed to assigh the bulk of the settlement
proceeds to an ‘abatement fund’ that would allow state and
local public health officials to provide services to victims of
the opioid crisis.”

Letter of 2-24-20, National Association of Attorney’s General
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Katz, Josh. “How a Police Chief, a Governor and a Sociologist Would Spend $100 Billion to Solve
the Opioid Crisis, The Upshot O(NY Times), February 14, 2018.


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/02/14/upshot/opioid-crisis-solutions.html
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https://www.coloradohealthinstitute.org/research/colorado-opioid-crisis-response-blueprint

Survey Questions

Adapted from the Katz-Ciccarone-Frieden Survey



B Treatment and Recovery (41.3 percent)
W Prevention (21.8 percent)

B Criminal Justice (21.7 percent)

B Harm Reduction (14.2 percent)

B Other (L.O percent)

18.1%

Substance Use Disorder
Treatment Expansion




Colorado Opioid Crisis Response Blueprint: A Guide for Opioid Settlement Investments, December
20109.

Gluck, Abbe. “Opioids and Unorthodox Civil Procedure: Will the MDL Solve the Crisis?,” Take Care
Blog, (Mar. 7, 2018)

Katz, Josh. “How a Police Chief, a Governor and a Sociologist Would Spend $100 Billion to Solve the
Opioid Crisis, The Upshot, (NY Times), February 14, 2018.

Michalski, Robert. “MDL Immunity: Lessons from the National Prescription Opiate Litigation,” American
University Law Review, Vol. 69:175, Sept 2018.

Pack, Robert P., Healton, Cheryl G., and Galea, Sandro. “Maximizing Public benefit From Opioid
Settlement Resources,” The Milbank Quarterly, February 20, 2020

Richards, Michelle L. “Pills, Public Nuisance, and Parens Patriae: Questioning the Propriety of the
Posture of the Opioid Litigation,” University of Richmond Law Review, 54:405, Jan. 2020.

MDL 2804: National Prescription Opiate Litigation, US District Court, Northern District of Ohio



https://www.coloradohealthinstitute.org/research/colorado-opioid-crisis-response-blueprint
https://takecareblog.com/blog/opioids-and-unorthodox-civil-procedure-will-the-mdl-solve-the-crisis
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/02/14/upshot/opioid-crisis-solutions.html
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/aulr/vol69/iss1/5/
https://www.milbank.org/quarterly/articles/maximizing-public-benefit-from-opioid-settlement-resources/
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https://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/mdl-2804
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