
• 111 Million Americans Aged 50+ :
- Generate $7.6 Trillion in U.S. Economic Impact

( $134.9 B in Colorado )

- Support 89.4 Million Jobs

- Hold 83% of U.S. Household Wealth

“If the Longevity Economy were a country, it
would be the 3rd largest economy on the planet.

Oxford Economics, 2016 -

50+

The Longevity Economy





Lifelong Colorado—AARP Age Friendly States &
Communities Network
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“A community that is safe and secure, has affordable and 
appropriate housing and transportation options, and has 

supportive community features and services. Once in place, those 
resources enhance personal independence; allow residents to age in 

place; and foster residents’ engagement in the community’s civic, 
economic, and social life”

Age-Friendly and Livable Communities
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Survey after survey finds that 

today’s older adults want 
to remain in their homes

But most houses haven’t been designed to 
adapt. In fact, American homes have 
traditionally been designed and built for

able-bodied 35 year olds

78%
of adults ages 45+ agree 

or strongly agree with the 
statement: “What I’d 

really like to do is stay in 
my current residence for 

as long as possible.”

Source: AARP Home and Community 
Preferences of the 45+ Population, 2014
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Survey after survey finds that 

today’s older adults
want to stay in their 

community

For the past 50 years, communities have 
developed around cars and other motor 
vehicles as our principal form of transportation

80%
of adults ages 45+ agree 

or strongly agree with the 
statement: “What I’d 

really like to do is stay in 
my current community for 

as long as possible.”

Source: AARP Home and Community 
Preferences of the 45+ Population, 2014



Colorado Population Distribution by Age
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Our job is to prepare for this Colorado, 
which is the new normal.

Our systems, infrastructure and policies are 
largely designed for this Colorado, which will 
never exist again.



Colorado’s Population Growth Forecast- Age 65+

Source: Colorado State Demographer



Summit County Estimates

Population Age 60+

Year 2020

6031 pp

Population Age 60+

Year 2050

10,278   pp



Colorado Joins Network of Age Friendly States and Communities 
Creates Lifelong Colorado Initiative

Sept. 18, 2018



Our goal is to make Colorado the “age-friendliest” state – a 
place full of age-friendly communities, neighborhoods, 
streets, businesses, places of worship, organizations, parks, 
recreation facilities and more. 

Governor’s Challenge:

Add 20 new communities to the network in its first full 
year (2019)

Add 100 new communities in its first five years (by 
2023).



https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dola/lifelong-colorado-initiative

Lifelong Colorado Initiative

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dola/lifelong-colorado-initiative


Age-Friendly
Communities Process





The Built Environment

The Social Environment

Our Vision and the “8 Domains of Livability”

Network of Age-Friendly Communities The



AARP Livable Communities presentation | American Planning Association Webinar, May 20, 2016 



AARP Livable Communities presentation | American Planning Association Webinar, May 20, 2016 Images from the 2015 AARP Inspiring Communities Report



Age Friendly Network Process

Step 1: ENTERING THE 
NETWORK 

Step 3: 
IMPLEMENTATION & 
EVALUATION (Years 3-5)

Step 2: PLANNING 
PHASE (Years 1-2)

Step 4: CONTINUOUS 
CYCLE OF IMPROVEMENTS 
(Years 5+)



AARP Age-Friendly Network: 363 Communities and 4 States



11 Colorado Age Friendly Communities

• Denver

• Larimer County

• Colorado Springs

• Manitou Springs

• Boulder County

• Pitkin County

• Eagle County

• Fruita

• Summit County

• Jefferson County

• Las Animas



Benefits of Membership in the Lifelong 
Colorado/Network of Age-Friendly Communities

• Opportunities to encourage local residents, businesses and other 
nonprofit groups to play an active role

• Connections to state, national and global networks of participating 
communities as well as aging and civil society experts

• Access to news, information and guidance about best practices, models, 
results and challenges in the age-friendly movement

• Opportunities for partnership with other communities and state 
agencies.

• Mentoring, assessments and peer review evaluation by experts and 
member cities and towns

• Recognition by the State of Colorado and AARP of the community’s 
commitment to become more age-friendly.
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AARP Age-Friendly Pitkin County & Eagle County
Affordable Housing in Our Rural Valleys

State Age-Friendly Communities Conference 



Enrollment in Lifelong Colorado/AARP Network of 
Age-Friendly Communities
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ACCESS TO A LIBRARY OF LIVABLE RESOURCES



Our Website and More!
Please bookmark and promote

AARP.org/Livable

And keep these URLs handy, too

aarp.org/age friendly *

aarp.org/livable-archives

aarp.org/livable-blog

aarp.org/livability-factsheets

aarp.org/livable-interviews

aarp.org/livable-lessons

aarp.org/livable-slideshows

• Your direct link to the 
AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities Tool Kit!



Towns, Cities, and Counties seeking to 
join should submit:

• A letter of commitment signed by the 
jurisdiction’s highest elected official.

• A membership application.



AARP LIVABILITY INDEX:

• HOUSING

• NEIGHBORHOOD

• TRANSPORTATION

• ENVIRONMENT

• HEALTH

• ENGAGEMENT

• OPPORTUNITY

https://www.aarp.org/livabilityindex









“

Infographic reproduced from TheLivabilityEconomy: People, Places and Prosperity, AARP (2015), AARP.org/Livability-Economy



An Age-Friendly Community is one that’s friendly 
to people of all ages.



Thank You!

Roberto Rey  rrey@aarp.org
Bob Murphy   rdmurphy@aarp.org

mailto:rrey@aarp.org
mailto:rdmurphy@aarp.org

