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Gov. Polis: COVID-19 Relief Fund Accepting Grant Applications

DENVER - Last week, Governor Jared Polis announced the launch of joint efforts to raise relief funds
and volunteer efforts to address this public health crisis.

Help Colorado Now has raised $7.7 million dollars from nearly 4,000 individuals, foundations
and companies since the fund launched. More than 9,000 volunteers including 2,000 health care
volunteers have signed up to date.

“This is exciting news at a tough time for our state, and this milestone could not have been
achieved without the support and spirit of Coloradans,” said Gov. Polis. “This is an opportunity
to reflect on what we can achieve when we work together and how we can help our fellow Coloradans
and small businesses bounce back stronger than ever. I’'m thankful for the support these efforts have
received to date. Let’s all continue to rise to the challenge.”

The grant process has now begun and will be on a rolling basis. Those interested in applying for
relief funds up to $25K can apply here.

Coloradans can donate or sign up to volunteer at www.HelpColoradoNow.org. The Colorado COVID
Relief Fund's purpose is to raise funds and coordinate the allocation of those contributions.
Funds raised will be used to support the needs of communities impacted by COVID-19 in both
response and recovery. Organizations helping with the response to COVID-19 are now eligible
to apply for funds.

The fund will support work in three categories: prevention, impact, and recovery efforts. This
will include things like medical and cleaning supplies, food services, early childhood education,
small business support, behavioral health services, and more. The fund will not provide direct
assistance to individuals, but to community-based organizations providing direct assistance.

Coloradans who can’t donate money are encouraged to donate their time by volunteering. Many
people have skills that can be applied during this time, especially former health care workers
who could return to the workforce to assist with the demand. In addition to funding and volunteers,
the Governor continues to encourage healthy donors to donate blood to prevent a shortage in Colorado.
Coloradans can visit Vitalant.org or click here to find a blood drive or donation center in their area.

The Colorado COVID Relief Fund is hosted by the State of Colorado and Mile High United Way.
The effort is co-chaired by Rick Sakpin and Roxane White. Additionally, the Colorado Health
Foundation assisted in getting the application process up and running. The fund is overseen by
a committee of community leaders from across Colorado and will be providing aid to support
Colorado communities and organizations affected by the recent outbreak of COVID-19.
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