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State health department issues public health order reducing  
in-person work and increasing social distancing 

 
DENVER, March 23, 2020: In accordance with Governor Polis’ executive order, the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment issued a public health order implementing a 
50% reduction in non-essential business in-person work and increasing social distancing. 
 
In order to protect public health and safety and slow the spread of COVID-19, this public 
health order increases social distancing and identifies critical workplaces that are exempt to 
make sure Colorado can provide goods and services to its people during the COVID-19 
response. 
 
“We call on Colorado business leaders to join us in these efforts,” says Jill Hunsaker Ryan, 
executive director, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. “Help us protect 
Coloradans by using your best judgment about where your workplace fits in this public health 
order. It’s up to all of us to keep our workforce, partners, and the public safe.” 
 
As with all other recent public health orders, businesses are asked to voluntarily comply; 
however, counties and local public health agencies have the authority to enforce this order. 
Local law enforcement and/or the local public health agency may contact businesses to 
encourage them to voluntarily comply.  If the problem continues, the business could face civil 
or criminal action for a violation of the public health order. People who are concerned about 
noncompliance should express their concerns to the business first, and if you continue to have 
concerns, report them to local law enforcement or your local public health agency. 
 
The critical workplaces that are exempt include: 
 

• Health care operations. 
• Critical Infrastructure, including utilities, fuel supply and transmission, public water, 

telecommunications, transportation, hotels, organizations that provide for 
disadvantaged people, and food supply chain. 

• Critical Manufacturing, including food, beverages, chemicals, medical equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, agriculture. 

• Critical Retail, including grocery stores, liquor stores, farms, gas stations, 
restaurants and bars for takeout, marijuana dispensaries but only for medical or 
curbside delivery, hardware stores. 

tel:303-900-2849
mailto:media_info@state.co.us
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1LQpL1oDurg4Iiasq-5Fd6Cu-5Fv2zM-5F0IMd3_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=PnKX2o6V5rT28C01uT2jQaey7O9MlRgTjftfZ9p6mrI&m=zkKZF-TsqlDkZKVh5w2HraXNjumXCFzVyD_2ZkdiV28&s=1agV57gVzf6TCMSoMcAgUQUEETC7epBm8BXOInBo7yg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1I7fpbthi9Vq-5FKHmpX2icFcnzgbxRiboK_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=Ir_c1GovS6w--m7uB3Yuecj4JuBxwPChd1rHY5aVh2E&m=11rPvNTADbRKy85yEvGN-WTMVjFXphUiliAEEYTs8XU&s=U1Gy4ipsZLvxH2S6wMgAUcDHRDdD-FxHhcqG2EPwEBQ&e=


• Critical Services, including trash and recycling, mail, shipping, laundromats, child 
care, building cleaning and maintenance, auto supply and repair, 
warehouses/distribution, funeral homes, crematoriums, cemeteries, animal 
shelters and rescues.  

• News Media. 
• Financial Institutions. 
• Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations. 
• Construction. 
• Defense. 
• Public Safety Services like law enforcement, fire prevention and response, EMTs, 

security, disinfection, cleaning, building code enforcement, snow removal, auto 
repair. 

• Vendors that Provide Critical Services or Products including logistics, child care, tech 
support, or contractors with critical government services. 

• “Critical Government Functions.”  
  
Here are some examples of how this public health order could be implemented: 
  

• Critical businesses: (e.g., hospital): the 50% reduction in workforce will not apply, but social 
distancing (6 feet apart) and gathering no more than 10 people does apply, to the extent 
possible.  

• Non-critical businesses (e.g., a retail storefront that sells goods other than food): the 50% 
reduction in workforce does apply. This can be done by implementing teleworking, staggering 
your workforce, or using other tools. Social distancing and gathering no more than 10 people 
also applies. If you can show that your employees and customers can maintain a distance of 
six feet from one another during work hours, you can fill out a waiver form that allows your 
business to continue operating at more than 50%. This “Self-certification for businesses” 
attestation form is available now at covid19.colorado.gov/schools-workplaces-community. 

  
The order takes effect on Tuesday, March 24, 2020, at 8 a.m. and is set to last through 11:59 

p.m. on Friday, April 10, 2020.  The order may be extended, changed, ended or replaced, so it is 
important to follow local sources of good information, like covid19.colorado.gov to stay informed.  
  
On March 5, CDPHE’s public health laboratory confirmed the first presumptive positive COVID-
19 test result in Colorado. Since then, the number of confirmed cases has continued to climb. 
Colorado needs to take these precautions for the preservation of public health and safety 
throughout our entire State and to ensure our health care delivery system can serve those 
who are sick.   
  
To read the public health order, click here. To see frequently asked questions, click here.  
  
Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov. 
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