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Four Immediate Executive Actions Needed from Governor Polis

To Provide Colorado’s Fire Service, Law Enforcement, Emergency Services & 911 Dispatchers Essential Resources to Address Unmet Critical Needs

V April 3, 2020 @ 0900 hrs


Executive Order #1 – Rapid Testing for COVID-19 
Immediately issue an Executive Order directing the provision of immediate access to rapid result testing for any fire, law enforcement, EMS and emergency dispatch personnel who show symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to diagnosed COVID patients. 

This will allow for prompt response in the case of a positive test. Equally important, this will ensure a quick return to the field for a negative test and avoid large swaths of emergency personnel being suddenly taken out of the field because of potential exposure to the virus. 
   
These tests must be analyzed, and notification of test results provided within 24 hours, 24/7/365.

Executive Order #2 – Provision of PPE 
Immediately issue an Executive Order to increase the priority for providing life-protecting Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for Colorado’s firefighters, law enforcement & EMS personnel who are on the front line of patient contact. 
 
PPE includes N95 masks, Tyvek suits (or disposable coveralls or gowns), latex gloves and eye protection.

Executive Order #3 – Direct Statewide Implementation of Dispatch Protocol 36 
Immediately issue an Executive Order for the statewide implementation of emergency dispatch Protocol 36 for Response Triage in a Declared Pandemic.

It is likely that COVID-19 will rapidly overwhelm the capacity of our pre-hospital emergency medical response system. At the height of the pandemic, EMS resources will likely be severely depleted due to extreme call load, overload or quarantining of receiving facilities, and a high incidence of EMS workforce illness.

Hospitals may become full.  COVID-19 patients may require special treatment including a response that is different from a standard mobile EMS response provided under non-outbreak conditions. 

Some patients initially treated by paramedics or ambulance personnel may be left at home. Sicker patients may be transported to designated patient collection points that will serve as makeshift treatment facilities. 

Other patients may be given a limited amount of care over the phone, with no mobile response from EMS units, due to isolation and quarantine measures – or simply from complete ambulance system depletion.

Protocol 36 will identify potentially infected patients and assign a Determinant Code that accounts for both the patient condition and the locally designated triage level during an escalating crisis.

https://www.emergencydispatch.org/sites/default/files/downloads/flu/P36_Pandemic_SP_110113.pdf 

Executive Order #4 – Issue Immediate Statewide Burn Ban 
Immediately issue an Executive Order banning all outside fires including controlled burns for six months.  Approval for essential agriculture burns remains at the county level.  

The State of Colorado depends on it nearly local 400 fire departments and 14,000 firefighters to provide the hard, heavy and fast initial attack on wildland and urban wildland fires across our State.   The readiness and availability of local fire departments (career and volunteer) has been and will continue to be impacted by various aspects of COVID-19.
  
Simply stated.... we already have “all hands are on deck” as we respond to the normal fires, accidents, emergency medical calls and other emergencies and now the additional challenges of responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.   

The implementation of a complete statewide fire ban would minimize the potential of self-inflicted massive wildfires in our forests and intense destructive fires in the densely populated urban wildland interface (WUI) and would avoid diverting critical resources to the easily avoidable wildfires and WUI fires during the COVID pandemic 


For additional information
Garry Briese, Executive Director
Colorado State Fire Chiefs
gbriese@cofirechiefs.org
571-221-3319  
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